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Missions Ministry Policies 

 
At Paradox Church, our mission statement is to reach people far from God and lead them to be fully-devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ. We believe that a part of fulfilling this mission is to reach people far from our home. In Acts 1:8 Jesus says: “But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” Clearly Jesus intended the Gospel to spread far and wide, so following His model, our Missions ministry 
serves locally, nationally, and internationally. 
 
The intent of this document is to present the policies that govern Paradox mission trips, from planning through completion. While 
specifics may vary from trip to trip, these policies shall be followed unless an exception is made by the Leadership. (For purpose of 
this document, Leadership means the leader of Paradox‘s Missions ministry and the leader(s) of a specific trip.) 

Joining A Trip 
If there is a maximum number of participants set for a trip, the team will be built on a first-come, first-served basis. Submission of 
the deposit, not an expressed interest, will be what confirms a reservation. 

Deposit 
A deposit (typically $125) shall be collected prior to the sign-up deadline from all trip participants. The deposit is counted toward 
the individual‘s fundraising target and is NON-REFUNDABLE. 

Individual Fundraising  
The bulk of each individual’s costs for a mission trip is expected to be raised by the individual participating. 

 Target – A target amount will be provided by Leadership at the launch of the mission. This target will reflect the actual costs of 
the trip. If Leadership is still waiting on final actual costs, a range may be given and locked in when the costs are known. 
Leadership may also include in the up-front target a small dollar amount, 5% or less of the total, for an administrative fee (see 
below). 

 Over Target – If an individual raises more than their target amount by less than $100, the overage will be credited to the 
general team fund. If an individual raises more than their target by $100 or more, the following steps will take place: 

1. The excess may be refunded to the individual up to the amount the individual actually donated on their own behalf.  
2. Any remaining funds after reimbursing the missionary will be available for the missionary to use on a future trip. 

These funds are non-refundable and will be available through the following calendar year.  
3. Any remaining funds after 1. and 2. above will be credited to the general team fund. 

 Under Target – If an individual fails to raise their target amount by the fund deadline, they may be asked to leave the team at 
the discretion of Leadership, pending pastoral approval. Leadership may choose to help the individual meet the target by: (1) 
using up to $100 from the general team funds to make up the difference, (2) providing additional fundraising opportunities, (3) 
extending the deadline, etc. If the individual is asked to leave the team, the funds they raised to date will be held for up to one 
calendar year for use by that individual for a subsequent trip (minus their deposit and any cancellation fees that may need to 
be paid for that individual). If the individual fails to register for a subsequent trip, or if they again are unable to raise the target 
(including the previously-raised funds) the money they raised will go into the Paradox Missions budget to be used at the 
discretion of leadership. 

 Drop Out – If a person wants or needs to drop out of a trip, the same fund carry-over policy applies as described in “Under 
Target.“ 

 Transfer – If an individual is leaving the team, their individual fund balance may be transferred, with their permission, to 
another individual who wishes to join the team (minus any sunk costs like airline ticket transfer fees). 

 Paradox Church resources, media outlets, and space will be limited exclusively to team fundraising efforts. This means church 
grounds during regular times of general assembly may not be used on a formal basis for individual fundraising. This includes 
direct sales of goods/services, soliciting donations, setting up tables in common areas, etc. Individual fundraisers will not be 
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included in formal Paradox communication from stage, through video announcements, the program, etc. However, it is 
acceptable for an individual or small team to informally spread the word about their fundraiser through the church 
community. It is even permissible to pass out flyers by hand or leave them at the Hub (with permission from the Missions 
Leader). The flyers must clearly specify that the funds raised are only for certain individuals and not the entire team. 

 Anonymous Donations – If an individual requests a missionary’s fundraising balance so they can anonymously donate to their 
trip, the missionary’s balance will be disclosed to that individual. If a missionary would not like this information disclosed to 
anonymous donors, they will need to request their fundraising balance be kept private within the mission’s finance team by 
emailing finance@paradoxchurch.com. 

Team Fundraising 
Along with providing the team with funds to supplement or augment the individual funds, team fundraising is a great opportunity 
for the team to practice serving together prior to the trip. 

 Donations – Any donation made to the Mission Team, and not a specific individual, goes into the team fund (e.g., checks not 
specified to an individual, “tip jar” in lobby at church, etc.). 

 Events – When the team hosts an event (e.g., car wash, restaurant night, etc.), the proceeds shall be split among the team 
members who participated in the event and applied to their target. The team leader shall specify “full participation” prior to 
the event and may offer a reduced percentage for partial participation. For example, a garage sale may have full participation 
set at working a two-hour shift. If someone can only work one hour, they may receive half the amount compared to others. 

 Sales – If the team fundraiser involves selling product (e.g., pizza kits, wrapping paper, etc.), the profit from each individual’s 
sales will be credited toward their target.  

Administrative Fee 
An administrative fee may be included in each individual’s target amount to help cover the general administrative costs and/or any 
potential emergency issues that may come up. This would be a small dollar amount, 5% or less of the total. 

Individual Travel Costs 
There may be necessary expenses required to go on a mission trip, especially internationally. These may include fees for passport 
applications and/or inoculations against indigenous viruses. Passport costs are the responsibility of the individual as a passport may 
be used for various other personal reasons. Inoculation costs however may be reimbursed to the individual as long as they have 
raised enough money in their individual fund to cover the expense. Individuals must turn their receipts into the mission’s financial 
leader and should do their best to consolidate these receipts into one reimbursement to reduce paperwork. Any funds reimbursed 
will be subtracted from the individual’s funds and will need to be made up with additional fundraising to reach the target. 

Unused General Team Funds 
If any funds are left over after a trip is completed, Leadership will decide how to use those funds. Leadership may query the team 
for their opinion as to how to use the funds, but the ultimate decision belongs to Leadership, with pastoral approval. Potential uses 
for extra funds include, but are not limited to, a monetary gift to an organization or individual associated with the trip, a follow-up 
gathering where the team can gather to debrief and celebrate, future administrative fees for the Missions’ general fund. 

Pastoral and Team Leader Support 
The trip leader and/or attending pastor (if one is deemed required for the trip) is entitled to a reimbursement from Paradox for a 
portion of their mission trip costs. For 2016 and forward (until further notice), the trip leader/pastor will receive $600 towards 
their fundraising goal for international trips and $400 for domestic trips. 

Timing 
Below are the key phases and gates in the pre-trip lifecycle. 

 Planning – The period when the leadership team is choosing the mission location and pulling together the itinerary and 
pricing. 

 Launch – The “go live” date when the trip is announced to the church body and deposits can be accepted. 

 Building – The period when informational meetings are being held and the team is growing. The team may start planning trip 
details and fundraising events. 
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 Booking – The point at which first payments are made for large-ticket items (airfare, in-country costs, etc.). 

 Preparation – The team is preparing themselves mentally, spiritually and physically for the trip through group and individual 
activities prescribed by Leadership. Other activities include fundraising, detailed planning, etc. 

 Fund Deadline – The point at which individual funds are due. 

Minimum Age Requirements Adults Trip 
Minimum age requirements for a mission trip are first dictated by any laws of the mission destinations or any rules of the travel or 
missionary companies associated with the trip. Beyond that, the following minimums are to be used as a guideline: 

 Local Trip – 6
th

 Grade  

 National Trip – 9th  Grade  

 International Trip – 11th Grade 

Minimum Age Requirements Student Ministry Trip 

Minimum age requirements for a mission trip are first dictated by any laws of the mission destinations or any rules of the travel or 
missionary companies associated with the trip. Beyond that, the following minimums are to be used as a guideline: 

 Local Trip – 6
th

 Grade  

 National Trip – 7th  Grade  

 International Trip – 10th Grade 
Signed permission of a parent/guardian is required unless a parent/guardian is on the trip. 
 
For national and international trips, an adult team member will be assigned to any teen in 12

th
 Grade or younger when a parent is 

not on the trip team. This person will act as a mentor and advocate for the teen. The mentor will serve with them on any smaller 
serving team that is formed during the trip, bunk with or near the teen, and in general keep an eye on the teen and be there for 
them. The adult mentor will be approved by the parents and Leadership. 
 
Special exceptions can be made, especially when a parent is on the trip. All exceptions must be approved by Leadership. 

 


